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the beginning of Louis Fourteenth's reign to the present moment Something of this sort will, I believe, be done. Give the hint also of forming the Garde Franpaise into a city guard, with very high pay, and keep up the corps by putting with it all those who, by good conduct, shall have merited something more than the rank of a common soldier, without being qualified for that of a sergeant. They know not what to do at present with this corps."
"This morning .{July 2otj^] I go to the H6tel de Ville. With much difficulty find out the Marquis de Lafayette,* who is exhausted by a variety of attentions. Tell him I will send his letters to America, and he must give me a passport to visit the Bastille. Agree to dine with him, on condition that I may bring my own wine. Return home,, write, and at four go to the Hotel de Lafayette. Find
there Madame and the Due de la Rochefoucault, M.-----,
etc., to dine. He gives me my passport for the Bastille. Suggest to him my plan respecting the Garde Franpaise which he likes. Advise him to have a completed plan for the militia prepared, and to submit it to the committee. Ask him if he can think of any steps which may be taken to induce the King to confer on him the government of the Isle of France. He tells me that he would prefer that of Paris simply; that he has had the utmost power his heart could wish, and is grown tired of it; that he has commanded absolutely an hundred thousand men ; has marched his sovereign about the streets as he pleased, prescribed the' degree of applause which he should receive, and could have detained him prisoner had he thought proper. He wishes therefore, as soon as possi-
* Lafayette had done most efficient work in Paris as commandant of the National Guard. From the I4th to the 226. of July he, at the risk of his life, saved seventeen persons from hanging and other violent deaths in different quarters of the city.onspiracy against freedom is blown up to the moon,"
